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Item Information and Scoring Guide Reference Sheet

The following pages are designed to assist you in understanding how Maine Educational

Assessment (MEA) reading items are scored. These pages contain the text for each item

accompanied by the following information.

e MC#: the multiple-choice item position

» Key: the letter of the correct answer for the multiple-choice item

* Learning Results: the content standard, followed by the performance indicator, that the
item measured

* CR#: the constructed-response item position

* Learning Results: the content standard, followed by the performance indicator, that the
item measured

* Constructed-Response Scoring Guide: the four-point description used to determine
the score

e Training Notes: in-depth descriptions or particular information used to determine
the score
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MAINE 2002-2003
English Language Arts Grade 8

The table below shows the quantities of released items for each item type. ltem information for
all item types and scoring information (guides and training notes) for all constructed-response
items follow.

QUANTITIES OF ITEMS BY TYPE

Selection Title MC CR
“Amir’ 8 2
“You Can Be an Inventor” 4 1
“Why | Never Shoot Bears” 4 1
“Hurricanes” 8 2"

*One of these is the reading/writing response item.
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Reading Selections and Items with Keys,
Learning Results, Scoring Guides,
Training Notes, and Student Responses
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Amir

by Paul Fleischman

But there at least you know your neighbors. Here, one cannot say that. The object in

America is to avoid contact, to treat all as foes unless they’re known to be friends. Here you have
a million crabs living in a million crevices.

When I saw the garden for the first time, so green among the dark brick buildings, I thought back
to my parent’s Persian rug. It showed climbing vines, rivers and waterfalls, grapes, flower beds,
singing birds, everything a desert dweller might dream of. Those rugs were indeed portable gardens.

2 In the summers in Delhi, so very hot, my sisters and I would lie upon it and try to press ourselves
into its world. The garden’s green was as soothing to the eye as the deep blue of that rug. I’'m aware
of color—I manage a fabric store. But the garden’s greatest benefit, I feel, was not relief to the eyes,
but to make the eyes see our neighbors.

I grew eggplants, onions, carrots, and cauliflower. When the eggplants appeared in August they
were pale purple, a strange and eerie shade. When my wife would bring our little son, he was forever
wanting to pick them. There was nothing else in the garden with that color. Very many people came
over to ask about them and talk to me. I recognized a few from the neighborhood. Not one had spoken
to me before—and now how friendly they turned out to be. The eggplants gave them an excuse for
breaking the rules and starting a conversation. How happy they seemed to have found this excuse, to
let their natural friendliness out.

Those conversations tied us together. In the middle of summer someone dumped a load of tires on
the garden at night, as if it were still filled with trash. A man’s four rows of young corn were crushed.
In an hour, we had all the tires by the curb. We were used to helping each other by then. A few weeks
later, early in the evening a woman screamed, down the block from the garden. A man with a knife
had taken her purse. Three men from the garden ran after him. I was surprised that I was one of
them. Even more surprising, we caught him. Royce held the man to a wall with his pitchfork until the
police arrived. I asked the others. Not one of us had ever chased a criminal before. And most likely
we wouldn’t have except near the garden. There, you felt part of a community.

I came to the United States in 1980. Cleveland is a city of immigrants. The Poles are especially
well known here. I’d always heard that the Polish men were tough steelworkers and that the women
cooked lots of cabbage. But I’d never known one—until the garden. She was an old woman whose
space bordered mine. She had a seven-block walk to the garden, the same route I took. We spoke
quite often. We both planted carrots. When her hundreds of seedlings came up in a row, I was very

5 surprised that she did not thin them—pulling out all but one healthy-looking plant each few inches,
to give them some room to grow. I asked her. She looked down at them and said she knew she ought
to do it, but that this task reminded her too closely of her concentration camp, where the prisoners
were inspected each morning and divided into two lines—the healthy to live and the others to die.
Her father, an orchestra violinist, had spoken out against the Germans, which had caused her family’s
arrest. When I heard her words, I realized how useless was all that I’d heard about Poles, how much
richness it hid, like the worthless shell around an almond. I still do not know, or care, whether she
cooks cabbage.

The garden found this out with Royce. He was young and black. He looked rather dangerous.
People watched him and seemed to be relieved when he left the garden. Then he began spending
more time there. We found out that he had a stutter. Then that he had two sisters, that he liked the cats

6 that roamed through the garden, and that he worked very well with his hands. Soon all the mothers
were trying to feed him. How very strange it was to watch people who would have crossed the street
if they’d seen him coming a few weeks before, now giving him vegetables, more than he could eat.
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In return, he watered for people who were sick and fixed fences and made other repairs. He might
weed your garden or use the bricks from the building that was torn down up the block to make you a
brick path between your rows. He always pretended he hadn’t done it. It was always a surprise. One
felt honored to be chosen. He was trusted and liked—and famous, after his exploit with the pitchfork.
He was not a black teenage boy. He was Royce.

In September he and a Mexican man collected many bricks from up the street and built a big
barbecue. I was in the garden on Saturday when the Mexican family drove up in a truck with a dead
pig in the back. They built a fire, put a heavy metal spit through the pig, and began to roast it. A bit
later their friends began arriving. One brought a guitar, another played violin. They filled the folding
table with food. Perhaps it was one of their birthdays, or perhaps no reason was needed for the party.
It was beautiful weather, sunny but not hot. Fall was just beginning and the garden was changing
from green to brown. Those of us who had come to work felt the party’s spirit enter us. The smell
of the roasting pig drifted out and called to everyone, gardeners or not. Soon the entire garden was
filled.

It was a harvest festival, like those in India, though no one had planned it to be. People brought
food and drinks and drums. I went home to get my wife and son. Watermelons from the garden were
sliced open. The gardeners proudly showed off what they’d grown. We traded harvests, as we often
did. And we gave food away, as we often did also—even I, a businessman, trained to give away nothing,
to always make a profit. The garden provided many excuses for breaking that particular rule.

Many people spoke to me that day. Several asked where I was from. I wondered if they knew as
little about Indians as I had known about Poles. One old woman, Italian I believe, said she’d admired
my eggplants for weeks and told me how happy she was to meet me. She praised them and told me
how to cook them and asked all about my family. But something bothered me. Then I remembered.
A year before she’d claimed that she’d received the wrong change in my store. I was called out to the
register. She’d gotten quite angry and called me—despite her own accent—a dirty foreigner. Now
that we were so friendly with each other I dared to remind her of this. Her eyes became huge. She
apologized to me over and over again. She kept saying, “Back then, I didn’t know it was you. . ..”
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1. In the first paragraph the narrator states, “Here you
have a million crabs living in a million crevices.”
This sentence is an example of

A. onomatopoeia.
B. a simile.

C. a metaphor.

D.

personification.

MC#: 1

Key: C

Learning Results: B-6

Literature and Culture

B Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies to experience, understand, and
appreciate literature and culture. Students will be able to

6 recognize the use of specific literary devices (e.g., foreshadowing, flashback, different time
frames such as the future or the past).
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2. Which sentence best summarizes paragraph 27

A. Persian rugs show beautiful outdoor
scenes.

B.  The garden reminds the narrator of his life
in India.

C. ltis refreshing to think of cool things when
the weather is hot.

D.  The narrator understands color because he
manages a fabric store.

MC#: 2

Key: B

Learning Results: A-7

Process of Reading

A Studentswill use the skills and strategies of the reading process to comprehend, interpret, evaluate,
and appreciate what they have read. Students will be able to

7 summarize whole texts by selecting and summarizing important and representative

passages.
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3. The narrator’s eggplants provide his neighbors
with an opportunity to

show their jealousy of him.

talk to him.

plant other types of vegetables.

learn about India.

OO

MC#: 3

Key: B

Learning Results: B-9

Literature and Culture

B Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies to experience, understand, and

appreciate literature and culture. Students will be able to

9 apply effective strategies to the reading and use of moderately long nonfiction texts (e.g.,
reference sources, articles, editorials, histories, biographies, autobiographies, diaries, letters, and
commentaries) which have an appropriate complexity of content and sophistication of style.
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4. In paragraph 5, why does the narrator say, “I
realized how useless was all that I'd heard about
Poles”?

A.  What he had heard was different from
what the people were really like.

B. He did not know anything about
foreigners.

C. He had been told lies about the Polish
people.

D. The information he was told was difficult
for him to understand.

MC#: 4

Key: A

Learning Results: A-5

Process of Reading

A Studentswill use the skills and strategies of the reading process to comprehend, interpret, evaluate,
and appreciate what they have read. Students will be able to

5 understand stories and expository texts from the perspective of the social and cultural context

in which they were created.
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5. What did the narrator learn about the Polish
woman by discussing her carrots?
A.  The carrot seedlings reminded her of her

family’s past.

B.  She knew how to grow better carrots than
he did.

C. She did not know much about growing
carrots.

D. The carrots helped her survive in a
concentration camp.

MC#: 5

Key: A

Learning Results: B-9

Literature and Culture

B  Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies to experience, understand, and

appreciate literature and culture. Students will be able to

9 apply effective strategies to the reading and use of moderately long nonfiction texts (e.g.,
reference sources, articles, editorials, histories, biographies, autobiographies, diaries, letters, and
commentaries) which have an appropriate complexity of content and sophistication of style.
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6. Atthe end of paragraph 6, why does the narrator
say, “He was Royce”?

to introduce Royce to the Polish woman

to explain why he liked Royce

to describe Royce’s dangerous behavior

to say that he saw Royce as an

individual

oow>

MC#: 6

Key: D

Learning Results: B-9

Literature and Culture

B Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies to experience, understand, and

appreciate literature and culture. Students will be able to

9 apply effective strategies to the reading and use of moderately long nonfiction texts (e.g.,
reference sources, articles, editorials, histories, biographies, autobiographies, diaries, letters, and
commentaries) which have an appropriate complexity of content and sophistication of style.
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7. What does the garden most clearly represent
to the people at the end of the story?

A.  liberty

B. differences
C. community
D survival

MC#: 7

Key: C

Learning Results: B-9

Literature and Culture

B Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies to experience, understand, and

appreciate literature and culture. Students will be able to

9 apply effective strategies to the reading and use of moderately long nonfiction texts (e.g.,
reference sources, articles, editorials, histories, biographies, autobiographies, diaries, letters, and
commentaries) which have an appropriate complexity of content and sophistication of style.
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8. The main theme of this story is about
A.  many people gardening with separate
plots.
B.  America’s many conflicting cultures.
C. the need for producing our own food.
D. overcoming stereotypes to share and work
together.

MC#: 8

Key: D

Learning Results: B-13

Literature and Culture

B  Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies to experience, understand, and
appreciate literature and culture. Students will be able to

13 demonstrate understanding of enduring themes of literature by differentiating between main

ideas and themes after they study story elements.
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9. Explain how the garden changes two of the
characters in the story. Give reasons for these
changes.

CR#: 9

Learning Results: B-9

Literature and Culture

B  Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies to experience, understand, and

appreciate literature and culture. Students will be able to

9 apply effective strategies to the reading and use of moderately long nonfiction texts (e.g.,
reference sources, articles, editorials, histories, biographies, autobiographies, diaries, letters, and
commentaries) which have an appropriate complexity of content and sophistication of style.

AMIR
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

Response thoroughly explains how the garden changes two characters and
4 gives plausible and specific reasons for these changes. Response uses relevant
information from the story as support.

Response adequately explains how the garden changes two characters, but reasons
3 for these changes are not fully developed and lack some information from the story
as support.

Response partially explains how the garden changes two characters and gives
partial or no reasons for these changes. Response may not be connected to the
garden, and it may contain misinterpretations.

OR

Response adequately explains how the garden changes one character and gives
adequate reasons for these changes.

Response is weak/vague and demonstrates a minimal understanding of the
question/story.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank | No response.
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Training Notes for Constructed-Response ltem 9

The garden changes the characters in the story by bringing the people together so that they get to
know each other. Some of the ways the characters changed:

* Narrator: He thought that in India people know their neighbors but not in the United States. At the
end of the story, he knows his neighbors and feels like a member of the same community.

e [talian Woman: She treated narrator unkindly before she knew him, but now that they were part
of the same community, she would not treat him this way.

* Royce: The people in the garden community change their view of Royce. At first they stereotype
him because he is a young black man. At the end of the story, they think he is a respectful,
dependable person.
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Student Responses for Constructed-Response Item 9 Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1
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10. The story ends with a woman telling the narrator, “Back
then, | didn’t know it was you.”
a. What does the woman mean by this statement?
b. What caused the woman to change her attitude?
Explain your answer, using details from the story as
support.

CR#:10
Learning Results: B-11
Literature and Culture
B  Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies to experience, understand, and
appreciate literature and culture. Students will be able to
11 read literature and view films which illustrate distinct cultures in various types of works and
formulate and defend opinions gathered from the experience.

AMIR
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

Response clearly states what the woman meant by the statement. Response
provides a thoughtful and plausible explanation of what caused the woman to
change her attitude. Response provides relevant details from the story to support
the explanation.

Response generally states what the woman meant by the statement. Response
3 provides an adequate explanation of what caused the woman to change her attitude.
Response lacks some details from the story as support.

Response states in a limited way what the woman meant by the statement.
Response provides a simplistic explanation with limited examples from the story that

2 shows a basic or literal understanding of what caused the woman to change her
attitude.

1 Response provides a vague/minimal explanation about the woman.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank | No response.
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Training Notes for Constructed-Response ltem 10

What the woman means by the statement:
e She treated him like a stereotype.
e She didn’t know what the man was like on the inside before they became friends.
e She just saw the outside, never knew the real him.

What caused the woman to change her attitude:
e She learned to look past his outside appearance and to see the real him.
* She learned to admire him and saw him as a neighbor and friend.
* She began to know him as an individual through their shared interest in the garden.
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Student Responses for Constructed-Response Item 10 Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1
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YOd CAN BE AN INVENTOR
by Fred M.B. Amram and Sandra A. Brick

1. Identify problems. Inventors solve problems. Look around you. What needs improving?
What bugs you? List (brainstorm) more than fifteen problems.

Examples

My pencil doesn't stay sharp.

My shoelaces won't stay tied.

My backpack falls off my shoulder when I try to carry it.
Keep going!

2. Judge. Select a problem from your list and write a few words about it. Don’'t worry. You
will find solutions. That’s the point of inventing.

Example

“My backpack falls off my shoulder when [ try to carry it.” Backpacks have two straps
so that you can carry them on your back—using two shoulders. But nobody uses both
shoulders. Kids just sling them on one side, and the pack slips down the arm because
the weight is uneven. What a drag!

3. Brainstorm. List all the solutions you can think of (at least thirty). List practical and
crazy ideas. Don't judge!

Examples
Shorter straps
Attach to belt
Snap to jacket

OK, now really stretch. Think of some way-out ideas. Think of some ideas that might
make a teacher or parent angry. Try to create twenty more ideas. (I sensed some
judging. Did you censor some ideas because they were too outrageous? Too bizarre?)

Examples

Glue backpack to clothing.

Don't bring any books home.

One strap from corner to corner (angle).

4. Judge. Pick an idea (or combination of ideas) that turns you on. When you have done
that, elaborate. Think of ideas that will make it work.

Example

“One strap from corner to corner (angle).” I like the idea of inventing a backpack that
has one strap that goes from one corner to the other. Then it will balance better on one
shoulder. I'll need to experiment with a weighted pack to see which angle works best.
Perhaps | can start a company to manufacture the Angle Pack.
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5. Stretch. A final burst of creativity might make the backpack even better. List five ways
in which you can improve your idea. Elaborate on the ideas you like most.

Example
“Snap to jacket.” One of my ideas was to snap the backpack to my jacket. Perhaps I
can use the snap idea in a different way. Can [ snap the strap to the backpack?

One of the problems with my Angle Pack is that it would be designed for the right
shoulder or the left shoulder. If | had four snaps on the back of the pack, I could sell the
strap separately (different colors?) and kids could use whichever snaps they wanted to
create a comfortable angle.

6. Implement! Make your new product and brainstorm ways to sell it.
7. Discussion. What was difficult about inventing? Was it hard to share “crazy” ideas?

Was it fun to discover that sometimes bizarre ideas can work? Was it interesting to see
that other students could see the positive in a “silly” idea?
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11. What is the main way in which the authors make
the list of steps in this article more interesting for
the reader?

A.  They print each step in boldface type.

B.  They provide examples for most steps.

C. They number each step to highlight the
order.

D. They start each step with a one-word
summary.

MC#: 11

Key: B

Learning Results: A-3

Process of Reading

A Studentswill use the skills and strategies of the reading process to comprehend, interpret, evaluate,
and appreciate what they have read. Students will be able to

3 identify specific devices an author uses to involve readers.
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12. The language used in this article can best be
described as

A. casual.
B formal.
C. dialect.
D technical.

MC#: 12

Key: A

Learning Results: C-1
Language and Images

C Students will demonstrate an understanding of how words and images communicate. Students
will be able to

form conclusions regarding formal, informal, and other varieties of language use, based
upon experience.

1
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13. Which sentence best expresses the main idea of

step 57

A. Creative ideas are difficult to come
up with.

B. Backpack straps can be snapped to
clothing.

C. Good ideas can often be improved.
D. Kids want their backpacks to be
comfortable.

MC#: 13

Key: C

Learning Results: A-7

Process of Reading

A Studentswill use the skills and strategies of the reading process to comprehend, interpret, evaluate,
and appreciate what they have read. Students will be able to

7 summarize whole texts by selecting and summarizing important and representative

passages.
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14. The main purpose of this article is to

A. entertain.
B. inform.

C. analyze.
D. instruct.

MC#: 14

Key: D

Learning Results: A-6

Process of Reading

A Studentswill use the skills and strategies of the reading process to comprehend, interpret, evaluate,
and appreciate what they have read. Students will be able to

6 identify accurately both the author's purpose and the author's point of view.
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15. Steps 1 and 3 ask the reader to make long lists
of ideas without judging them. In your own words,
explain the value of such lists. Use information
from the article and your own examples to support
your answer.

CR#: 15
Learning Results: A-2
Process of Reading
A Studentswill use the skills and strategies of the reading process to comprehend, interpret, evaluate,
and appreciate what they have read. Students will be able to
2 reflect on what has been discovered and learned while reading and formulate additional
questions.

YOU CAN BE AN INVENTOR
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

Student gives a well-developed explanation of the value of making long lists
4 without judging them. Response uses relevant information from the article
and his/her own examples/interpretation.

Student gives a general explanation of the value of making long lists that lacks
3 some development. Response lacks some details from the article as support
and may or may not use his/her own examples/interpretation.

Student gives a simplistic explanation of the value of making long lists.
2 Response uses weak or incomplete information from the article as support
and may or may not use his/her own examples.

Response is vague or incomplete and demonstrates a minimal understanding
of the question.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank | No response.

Training Notes for Constructed-Response Item 15

Some reasons why it is valuable to make long lists of ideas without judging them:

e If you list all the ideas (practical as well as crazy), the list opens up new ideas.

e If you judge ideas when brainstorming, you wouldn’t be able to think freely.

* If the person in the article had not brainstormed freely, he or she would not have thought of using
snaps to fasten a backpack.
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Student Responses for Constructed-Response Item 15 Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1
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Why I Never Shoot Bears
by Charles E. Goodspeed

FRED JENNES, veteran woods guide of Greenville, Maine, tells this tall tale
and swears by all the Bibles in Piscataquis County that it is gospel truth:

“Do you know why I don’t kill bears?”” he asked. “No! Well, it’s this way.
Three years ago this June [ was on a fishing trip up to Grand Lake. I had been out
on the water pretty nearly all of one day and, getting tired, paddled back to camp.
I hauled the canoe up on the sandy beach and started for the shack.

“When I got within about 100 feet of the place I saw the front door was open.
I peeked in. There stood a big black bear just pulling the cork out of my molasses
jug with his teeth. Out came the sticky syrup all over the floor. Bruin lapped up
some of it and then rubbed his right paw into the rest—smeared it all over.

“So I crept around behind the camp, stuck my head in the window and yelled.
He shot through the door like a bullet and headed for the lake. I never saw such
an odd gait on a bear before—sort of mixture of running and galloping. And all
on three legs. He was holding up the paw daubed with molasses.

“From where I stood it looked as if the critter had sat down on the shore and
was holding his sweetened paw up to the air. It was June and the air was full of
flies, mosquitoes and black midges. I could see that they were swarming around
that molasses foot. Soon it was covered with flies feasting on that stuff.

“Suddenly he waded out in the water and stood up. He was in to his shoulders.
He placed the sweetened paw down close to the surface and the next thing I saw
a fine trout jump clear of the water at those flies.

“Every time a fish leaped clear of the water, Bruin would give it a cuff that
sent it ashore and far up the beach.

“Finally as he saw the pile of trout on the sand he seemed to think he
had enough. He waded ashore lapping off the insects and I expected he would
sit down and gobble every fish. I recalled that all I had caught that day was two
small fish.

“Well, sir, he had a fine feed, and when he had eaten half a dozen fine big
trout, he paused, looked over at the bushes where I was and actually laid the
remaining fish in a row. Then he ambled off up the shore and oddly enough kept
looking back over his shoulder.

“I walked down to the beach and true enough there were half a dozen
wonderful trout. At the edge of the woods the bear stopped and was standing up.
As loud as I could, I yelled, ‘Thanks old man!” Do you know he actually waved a
paw at me and dove into the thicket. I honestly think he left me those fish to pay
for my spilled molasses. No, siz; I never shoot bears.”
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16. The main purpose of the first two paragraphs is
to provide the story’s

A. theme.
B. conflict.
C. setting.
D. purpose.

MC#: 16

Key: C

Learning Results: B-7

Literature and Culture

B Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies to experience, understand, and
appreciate literature and culture. Students will be able to

7 recognize complex elements of plot (e.g., setting, major events, problems, conflicts,
resolutions).
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17. “He was holding up the paw daubed with
molasses.” The word daubed means

A. coated.
B. diluted.
C.  sticky.

D. touched.

MC#: 17

Key: A

Learning Results: C-1
Language and Images

C Students will demonstrate an understanding of how words and images communicate. Students
will be able to

1 form conclusions regarding formal, informal, and other varieties of language use, based
upon experience.
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18. Why did the bear hold his sweetened paw in the
air while he was sitting on the shore?
A.  to keep bugs away
B to wave at Fred Jennes
C. to eat the molasses
D to attract bugs

MC#: 18

Key: D

Learning Results: B-8

Literature and Culture

B  Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies to experience, understand, and

appreciate literature and culture. Students will be able to

8 apply effective strategies to the reading and interpretation of fiction (e.g., science fiction, myths,
mysteries, realistic and historical fiction, poems, adventure stories, and humorous tales), using
texts that are appropriately complex in terms of character, plot, theme, structure, and dialogue
and appropriately sophisticated in style, point of view, and use of literary devices.
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19. It can be inferred from the story that Fred’s reason
for saying he never shoots bears is that
A. bears like trout fishing as much as
he does.
B Fred likes and respects them.
C. bears leave him alone.
D Fred is afraid they will steal his molasses.

MC#: 19

Key: B

Learning Results: B-8

Literature and Culture

B Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies to experience, understand, and

appreciate literature and culture. Students will be able to

8 apply effective strategies to the reading and interpretation of fiction (e.g., science fiction, myths,
mysteries, realistic and historical fiction, poems, adventure stories, and humorous tales), using
texts that are appropriately complex in terms of character, plot, theme, structure, and dialogue
and appropriately sophisticated in style, point of view, and use of literary devices.
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20. What is a tall tale? Describe three specific events
in this story that show why it is considered a “tall
tale”

CRi#: 20
Learning Results: B-10
Literature and Culture
B Students will use reading, listening, and viewing strategies to experience, understand, and
appreciate literature and culture. Students will be able to
10 demonstrate an understanding of the defining features and structures of literary texts encountered
at this level.

WHY | NEVER SHOOT BEARS
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

Response defines a tall tale and then gives a clear and detailed description of three
pertinent events in this story to show why it is considered a “tall tale.”

Response defines a tall tale and then gives a general description of three events in
3 the story to show why it is considered a “tall tale,” but description lacks some specific
supporting details.

Response gives a weak definition of a tall tale which may contain some inaccuracies.

2 Answer provides two or three limited or partially described events in this story.

1 Response retells part of the story or gives a vague answer that demonstrates a
minimal understanding of the question (i.e., tall tales are funny).

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response.

Training Notes for Constructed-Response ltem 20

Definition of a tall tale:
A tall tale tells a story that could not happen because the events in it are too strange and too exaggerated to
ever occur in real life.

Some specific events that make this story a tall tale:
* The bear deliberately smeared molasses on his paw to use it to attract bugs.
e The bear deliberately used bugs to catch trout.
* The bear arranged trout in a row and left them for Fred.
e The bear waved to Fred as he departed.
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Student Responses for Constructed-Response Item 20 Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1
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HURRICANES

WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HURRICANES,
CYCLONES, AND TYPHOONS?

These three words all describe the same phenomenon: a tropical storm of
fierce spiraling winds. Such storms occur around the world, but only between
the equator and latitudes 30° north and south of it. When these storms occur
in the Atlantic Ocean, they are called hurricanes. They are called cyclones in
the Indian Ocean and typhoons in the Pacific Ocean. Cyclone is also a generic
word for a whirlpool of wind.

WHAT CAUSES A HURRICANE?

Hurricanes result from an increasingly strong storm system over water.
When air over warm ocean water is heated by the Sun to about 81° Fahrenheit
(27° Celsius), it rises in severely increased updrafts and low pressure.
Numerous, large convection cells (circulation patterns of warm air rising,
cooling, and condensing) go to work creating a widespread storm, lowering
the air pressure more and more. The cells merge and great winds begin to blow
as surrounding high pressure air moves in to equalize the low pressure. Winds
tend to blow in the same direction, clockwise in the Northern Hemisphere
and counterclockwise in the Southern Hemisphere, which creates a whirlpool,
or cyclone. Meanwhile, the convection cell is constantly fed by the heat of
condensing air and the wind, growing larger and stronger. When the winds
reach a speed of about 75 miles (120 kilometers) per hour, the storm has
become a hurricane.

ARE HURRICANES ONLY WIND STORMS?

Not only are hurricane winds ferocious, but vast amounts of rain pour
down from the saturated clouds. In a single day, a hurricane can unleash as
much precipitation as falls over a whole year in rainy Seattle, Washington.

The strong air currents of a hurricane also churn up vast amounts of
ocean water, called storm surges, creating large waves weighing hundreds of
tons. Coastal damage from these giant waves can easily equal or surpass the
devastation of a hurricane’s winds.

WHAT IS THE EYE OF A HURRICANE?

A hurricane is a spiral of winds racing up to 200 miles (320 kilometers)
per hour, but in the middle of the whirlpool lies a calm center called the
eye. As unbelievable as it sounds, the sheer force of the storm in its spiral
formation allows some 10 to 30 miles (16 to 48 kilometers) at the center to
remain unaffected. The weather within the eye of a hurricane is warm, still, and
cloudless.

In Australia, tropical
storms of fierce
spiraling winds are
also known as willy-
willies.

Hurricanes can grow
to be over 1,000 miles
(1,600 kilometers)
wide with wind
speeds of 200 miles
(320 kilometers)

per hour.
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HURRICANE NAMES

In Chinese, ta-feng means “violent winds.” A mispronunciation of this word became the
name for the violent cyclones in the Pacific Ocean: typhoons. The generic term cyclone
was coined in 1844 and was meant to call to mind the whirling image of a coiled, striking
snake. The word hurricane comes from the language of an extinct West Indian tribe,
the Taino. Huracan meant “evil spirit” and was associated with the God of Evil who sent
wind storms to punish people.

The custom of naming hurricanes began at least 150 years ago. Early names
were taken from Christian saints traditionally honored the day a hurricane happened
to take place. The 1825 hurricane Santa Ana was named for Saint Ann. From 1953 to
1979, hurricanes were christened with female names, beginning with the letter A and
proceeding through the alphabet. One impact of the feminist revolution in the 1970s
was to begin using male as well as female names. Now the names run through the
alphabet alternating male and female.

MEA RELEASED ITEMS - DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT - GRADE 8

C-52



21. In the first paragraph the author states, “Cyclone
is also a generic word for a whirlpool of wind.” The
word generic means

A. severe.

B. uncertain.
C. common.
D. popular.

MC#: 21

Key: C

Learning Results: C-1
Language and Images

C Students will demonstrate an understanding of how words and images communicate. Students
will be able to

1 form conclusions regarding formal, informal, and other varieties of language use, based
upon experience.
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22. The difference between hurricanes, typhoons, and
cyclones is their
A. location.
B force.
C. frequency.
D duration.

MC#: 22

Key: A

Learning Results: D-7

Informational Texts

D Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to informational texts across all
areas of curriculum. Students will be able to

7 identify common technical terms used in informational texts.
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23. What is a storm surge?

a windstorm that has power

ocean water carried by air currents
the eye of a hurricane

a type of hurricane

SO w>»

MC#: 23

Key: B

Learning Results: D-7

Informational Texts

D Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to informational texts across all
areas of curriculum. Students will be able to

7 identify common technical terms used in informational texts.
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24. Most coastal damage caused by hurricanes is
from winds and

A. rain.

B waves.

C. lightning.
D backlash.

MC#: 24

Key: B

Learning Results: D-8
Informational Texts

D Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to informational texts across all
areas of curriculum. Students will be able to

8 use the various parts of a text (index, table of contents, glossary) to locate specific
information.
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25. The eye of the hurricane is all of the following
except
A. 10 to 30 miles of unaffected space.
B warm, still, and cloudless weather.
C. located in the middle of the hurricane.
D the location of the heaviest rain.

MC#: 25

Key: D

Learning Results: D-6
Informational Texts

D Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to informational texts across all
areas of curriculum. Students will be able to

6 describe new knowledge presented in informational texts and how it can be used.
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26. The sidebars to this passage are used
mainly to

summarize essential information.

give the author’s opinions.

add interesting facts.

define difficult terms.

cRoN-Ib2

MC#: 26

Key: C

Learning Results: D-8
Informational Texts

D Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to informational texts across all
areas of curriculum. Students will be able to

8 use the various parts of a text (index, table of contents, glossary) to locate specific
information.
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27. Typhoons got their name from

a mispronunciation of the word ta-feng.
an extinct West Indian tribe, the Taino.
the feminist revolution of the 1970s.
saints honoring the day a storm occurred.

OO w»

MC#: 27

Key: A

Learning Results: C-1
Language and Images

C Students will demonstrate an understanding of how words and images communicate. Students
will be able to

1 form conclusions regarding formal, informal, and other varieties of language use, based
upon experience.
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28. What is the probable reason why hurricanes today

are named after both men and women?

A. Both men and women are sometimes
named after saints.

B. Men’s names are needed because there
are not enough women’s names.

C. Men’s and women’s names are equally
interesting.

D. Men’s and women’s names should be
treated equally.

MCi#: 28

Key: D

Learning Results: D-5

Informational Texts

D Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to informational texts across all
areas of curriculum. Students will be able to

5 produce and support generalizations acquired from informational text.
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29. In your own words, explain how a hurricane is
formed. Use details from the passage to support
your answer.

CR#: 29

Learning Results: D-6

Informational Texts

D Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to informational texts across all
areas of curriculum. Students will be able to

6 describe new knowledge presented in informational texts and how it can be used.

HURRICANES
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

Student gives a well-developed explanation in his or her own words of how a
4 hurricane is formed. Response meaningfully uses relevant details from the
passage as support.

Student gives a general explanation of how a hurricane is formed, but
3 response lacks some supporting details from the passage. May contain minor
misunderstandings/omissions.

Student gives a basic explanation of how a hurricane is formed, but response
2 uses limited details from the passage as support. May contain some
important misunderstandings/omissions.

Student makes a vague statement or gives a personal opinion with little or no
support from the passage.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank | No response.

Training Notes for Constructed-Response Item 29

Basic information on how a hurricane is formed:

e When air over warm ocean water heats to 81 degrees Fahrenheit, it rises, cools, and condenses.
This causes severe updrafts and low pressure.

* High-pressure air rushes around into this low-pressure area and blows around in a clockwise
direction in the Northern Hemisphere (called a hurricane) and counterclockwise in the Southern
Hemisphere (called cyclone/whirlwind).

e Convection cells merge and are constantly fed by more condensed air, resulting in more high-
pressure air moving in and thus growing stronger and faster.

e When wind speeds reach 75 miles per hour, it becomes a hurricane.
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Student Responses for Constructed-Response Item 29 Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1
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English Language Arts:
Reading/Writing Response ltem 30
Iltem Information and Scoring Guide

Reference Sheet, Scoring Guides and
Training Notes, and Student Responses
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Item Information and Scoring Guide Reference Sheet

The following pages are designed to assist you in understanding how the Maine Educational
Assessment (MEA) reading/writing response item is scored for both reading and writing.
These pages contain the following information. (Refer to page C-51 for the text for the
item.)

Reading Comprehension Scoring Information
e CR#: the constructed-response item position

e Learning Results: the content standard, followed by the performance indicator, that the
item measured

* Constructed-Response Scoring Guide: the four-point description used to determine
the score

* Training Notes: in-depth descriptions or particular information used to determine the
score

Writing Scoring Information

* Learning Results: the content standards, followed by the performance indicators, that
the item measured

* Writing Scoring Guide: the ten-point description used to determine the score, divided
into two parts. Stylistic and Rhetorical Aspects of Writing (Topic Idea Development) are
scored on a six-point scale, and Standard English Conventions are scored on a four-point
scale.

e Student Responses:

— one sample of student work for each score point value (6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1), scored for
Topic Idea Development

— one sample of student work for each score point value (4, 3, 2, 1), scored for Standard
English Conventions

— one exemplar of student work that received the highest possible score points for both
Topic Idea Development (6 points) and Standard English Conventions (4 points)

NOTE: The reading/writing response item is scored twice, once for reading comprehension
and once for the quality of the student’s writing.
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Reading/Writing Response Item with Learning Results,
Reading Scoring Guide, and Reading Training Notes

30. Based on information from the passage, explain
why hurricanes are feared. Use information from
the passage to support your answer.

CR#: 30

Learning Results: D-5

Informational Texts

D Students will apply reading, listening, and viewing strategies to informational texts across all
areas of curriculum. Students will be able to

5 produce and support generalizations acquired from informational text.

HURRICANES
CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE READING SCORING GUIDE

Score Description

Response thoroughly explains why hurricanes are feared (i.e., fierce winds, vast
4 amounts of rain, and storm surges). Student uses relevant information from the
passage as support.

Response adequately explains why hurricanes are feared, but answer either lacks

3 some development or detailed support from the passage.

> Response explains in a limited way why hurricanes are feared using limited or partial
information from the passage as support.

1 Response gives a weak/vague answer that demonstrates a minimal understanding
of the question.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response.

Reading Training Notes for Constructed-Response Iltem 30

Hurricanes are feared because of the devastating destruction caused by wind and water:

e Fierce winds — hurricane winds can reach speeds of 75 to 200 miles per hour

* Tremendous precipitation — hurricanes can unleash in a single day as much precipitation as falls
during a whole year in Seattle

e Storm surges — hurricanes can churn up vast amounts of ocean water or storm surges, causing
much coastal damage

e Vast storm area — hurricanes can grow to be over 1,000 miles wide

e Primitive beliefs — extinct West Indian tribe believed the God of Evil sent wind storm to punish people

Note: Constructed-response item 30 was scored for effectiveness of writing and reading comprehension.
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Student Responses for Constructed-Response Item 30 for Reading Comprehension Score
Points 4, 3, 2, and 1
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Reading/Writing Response Item with Learning Results

and Writing Scoring Guide

30. Based on information from the passage, explain
why hurricanes are feared. Use information from
the passage to support your answer.

Reading/Writing Response Item
Learning Results: F-1, G-4
Standard English Conventions

F  Students will write and speak correctly, using conventions of standard written and spoken
English. Students will be able to
1 edit written work for Standard English spelling and usage, evidenced by pieces that
show and contain

no significant errors in the use of nouns, pronouns, and adjectives.

few significant errors in the use of adjective forms (e.g., comparative, superlative),
adverbial forms, prepositions, and prepositional phrases.

attention to the proper use of conjunctions.

no significant errors in the spelling of common, frequently used words, and attention
to the correct spelling of commonly misspelled words and less common words.

no significant errors in the common conventions of capitalization (e.g., proper
nouns, names, titles) and attention to the less common capitalization conventions
(e.g., capitalizing the names of nationalities).

no significant errors in the use of ending punctuation marks, few significant errors in
the common uses of commas, and attention to the proper use of the colon, semicolon,
hyphen, dash, apostrophe, and quotation marks.

Stylistic and Rhetorical Aspects of Writing and Speaking

G Students will use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of writing and speaking to explore
ideas, to present lines of thought, to represent and reflect on human experience, and to
communicate feelings, knowledge, and opinions. Students will be able to

4 write essays and deliver oral presentations which identify a clear topic and reliably

support that topic.
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Student Responses for Reading/Writing Response Item 30 for Topic Idea Development
Score Points 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1

30.
ADoren @ Pu eonic tean, realining Ower ) Bee tiles wide,

Wind 5RedD OV @06 tmie S annour, Gnd 3eSWing homeS can
‘e cQlkd itny @ Puricany O @ sigrvrare. TS et & wropical
oron e produge TRV Cain in 00 day Yan semy p‘qccbdo n
ANeQr Hurritanes Cas produe  Swrvng entugh Qir Currents, $hat
Ywy Har o OUan walkr 50 Mmuth 30 ‘nuga_ WQuES WRGhing s

a hundrd Yeas Can e formned. Mmu\'s I Wwouwd CQalli+ a
nica\\\-mau*&

People naye o Agnr to e dbraid & warritanty, edpocials,
Mg Vieay o v Araaie Ceast Thiere, When Ohdg  Wwsaned @
forenad By ¥ OCtan Gagd Wt ¥ SWreling  move damagl Can
oL aund Yo PraSe wakd  Yaan ey oy P wrricdngy @ Crual
wWindS  and radns Wen Bl WRES dorup the Shiveling Har
Comenuatlty 1S O ASK, TE Sox owe wab Qgrky B il e deStoyg
Gk o Pes WudeS Il alo e Vuinad, T afamily ® i hav
Youse ar e Hey, .\buj Might be  €rtn b Milled, O PD*'Gﬁltsib
We \urev A ol dﬂ.nsercu.'b, oL Wna ¥ Can Cause can
PV eontkmed e Worse.

NoF de VUMHL e nurfitas, taugh, A ocan alk B nery
dtaékﬁ~ e WidS Can Wasck Ouer WS, Phow lings, Graring
apatards Whin wees ol v \Aouss, Hhows worse. When raing
Fallin vask arouats  Hauq (an G Cooding Whith eads

vty Pobans 10k MW, durng  thegye & a sterm, you
Wy ks dhe SRen 1D Rashad, wWha o mmhb,m\\uw;%
oy ok done.

e %Lad T e \w Waing whot B ey Ywrviednes we get
are rally enly e \J-wm,ww reely Mo vad o
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dangemus. We dsa wave o (v in dhur Pear Q5 obws
avere WSS ke o chhes Plates, Suihes Floida, thuc, Hhy even
\LOArd UP Yauif wuses X0 Proker aguinst  Twrntams., her, Py
cusr live ' Bear for conrhs vy Hurdcar Seale, Wheig,
o faral Srormn tould W any d.a:’
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30. e

HCW('- you  ever beea \n o hutrieene  Defare? Have you evef
seen  tha  trees béng  SPhnkesed by wind? Can pau imaging
whet & Mok ba fike.” Hutrieanes are ont of +he most Feefed
Focces o e wattd,  Hurticenes stop  Far  nathing ,c.)cs\my\ha evel
thingy 1n thaie path,

Over time hueicanes hove been guen  many, maty Nomes. These
names have peen of  gesd peapic Yoo, CGe one would *think theat
Things mamed after  Soints Wweuld b 3«:6. We\ |, thase Pege\e whao
Pheught they were good ,wee weong. Hurticanes  are  grow on
The oeead |, Lotk 15 In same Peophes bacy  Yyords, They ate creaded
hy hs'mb ar  ood  law PT‘EQSUTE. Framn thete  hocticanes  $hatd
b grow. They can get o5 Wiy 03 |,000 rile o 1600 Kilometers
wide. For suen large  Things they trave] vety Fast. They can
get up to speeds oF 200 wiles per bheor. That is Faster
the the NASCAR cacers, When hucrones reaeh  shere
the 'evie begins. Réin ond wnd is  teashed Carouhd  cities.
Power  Vies  and smal  oushes ase instantly  *awen owt,
Starm s50t9€5 Tlosad any Dames near  Yhe Deach. Then
The huorticane  cares o~ land., L+ rips up cement and
SP\lnh‘r:; e e reini 08 -}ehphane. \ao}eb. Then it qPthe;
an b5 Fisk havse, Even befare Y hits the havse siding
's T\ opad abt®, Sean  The hoose s A}ty ed,

The, MHoreicebe QQes on o c]e..ﬂry The oty
and  cowses  milleny af dellars  in damege. Nt
Much 15 le® oSl o hermea®  Passes avetr it an?\e
ey o Con bt ¥Yhey +oo afe dn\eged, Now yeu

can ¢ that  horticunes  afe Feared because They desty
ewty theg i ther  Qathw,
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30.

Hurw\CnM‘a = er&d all ovr m wc:r‘IA.

Tve govee 68 & MVMurriCowl 16 Own .'nc:r‘eCu,w\U\j

%mﬂonj Sty e 5:)5%.% owr  weter Hurricones
ore \arﬁa and  viclent. The veanivey o
MO A ﬂ-\-a-f-e.w:‘:)“/-’mj?\/\cows - viplevwd v ds,
Tii%s (% onse ofF Yoo Wv‘\-\.«) IS N T Canas
ove Seoved.

A Vrurriecone (s @ 8plra)l oF winds, A wwurre-
lcanwd con 9v-auu T e vwore Then OO0 wniles
wol e areed  Tiagiv i~ ds can %P“"ﬂl v P o
200 wiles e VMeUT A mur e covee w | s
e Goner  could Pm\mcxb\-lj dq_c,.-h-c;v every -
Trnime  tw e podh. _

Ao V- urriCancts Lo e ?OW'\Q”J ddnf}?.f’-'
ous o coasdm/ CEmarnauial Tiets, Hueri cevnas
COvie SOF v a"s-\-crw-\.. dauv"ae“ W MG e % Tl
wooter  cov-r @ ky ©ir currersts, Tia  Oceaw
Woder o fFornaa I naatte W Lo aves and
v Crasih e Yl wagd,  Mead coartra)l
dnma..De & tewge d \9:—) AV el \readk
wivad®, Ve Slcnett oAV ets et e_ncgnj
f_O\/\.)Q\.] Or sur pees The dmmaje Adeowa oy
Wornigom-C wol wedy,

Nle+ only are bhorr cona vicious, buk M
can ledt Aewtn as el e ats SeoaHe
36"!": i One vmr LLQV\- cease L\uaée»). Yormme -
cwes  ore {eared 'BetCuse of TR grestr powar,
TL vou are ever waar o lhvericone falkke coviion.
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30. e
toctlanes (i &b \Ws of dayrege T

o The ooy WS Covse SLNIANS
Whles A0 OCuN, e Capt be o aoed
%:- -\’\\e rox&m)\ NEOSS,  PRKSWANES
N ‘*’NJ~\ tun blew the
WO‘? T\RRY o& Toug, \k con
NG oo N\\Q , exsgemoiiyy  OksL .
Ve e Qeug\e ek SO\ e dhe
MBSY  WiRtied & Yhe pogle on e \Qatds
N e of e o0eans. TTRe
o\ da YeNs, Cacrabon Vslands, CLM Somreime
M) FJ\\?\@Q\M W\Mm ‘\'\m\
Blen RS e s @
Xp bR on \mﬁmm hove, & o@?r

RS, M\osc \ c:es‘mi\\
WO & ey m(;é cm
QUNES  HRONNSR \i\wes

Tehaunes  Con 0dsd Qaoose MNosec
DOoods. he Pode Ox SO bna, %S"
N W< s WD M kD Op outSide
Wen aopin, eVeyihina oo Own  CoJd

0\0,'('
‘c\'\b\» o T Lor Nssiweares
oM Yy, L Clm AN

\m (M\w T \We o r%nm JU%W
W 4 S 0w SSPumS
Ond  SHMuHs %tm\ﬁwﬁwvm
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30. e

HUFF:anfS coe §ected \veccuose oF the demage thed do,
e ge they

he mess,ve  Winds end aved éaaﬁﬂ\ff Cal ese <0 moch
%‘HE &W '/ﬁ:\l"_ (zan AO&’S(’“’ \«\C)P WCL\, 'W/h!.j(;‘ \\Q\f(‘? -’,—J;[‘\Aﬁ)
Ylowina at kst 75 MileS per oot | that Cight Yhe!r Cen
Covse ~ alot of demauge to €he houses. The tXxwes Zhatb
L.)aa hZwndredS of duns ceold pmbla Lipe half of éhe
A2 tolI0S oot. “Then 2he fuin zhat allS mote ghan
o Lbdes Tall \ne year Cant be wea ood.

Al this cogethac oan do aloe o demesg. This ins alob
of famles lLives. T75 a very Hedgic %‘-ng
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Humcanes hove \Je Qowettul win U§(}.’an g
o\r\umcone Ca \mue os M

\30\“ one? . Hummwg Car\ Couse
0\c‘c ok X costs lots ot Mones

Hurcicares G:luse ma Jetths €t \.dzcm‘ T
Covses Qoods ond uch mm%m ble thi
I (ouse Mane - peele 4o Peceme csmcf/es
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Student Responses for Reading/Writing Response Item 30 for Standard English
Conventions Score Points 4, 3, 2, and 1

> When e \wurey come s comung, Peop\e w\o
s o LW Az vexry Frighniemed and
for %Mé cecson, The tecsow WY eV cames
MaKe so wWeny Reaxful ofF s 18 becausge of
™M Fachr ek My oue se PawesSul, hacru\ess,
eaMd W faXe thves <o cas\\y.

(vba, for oxmmple, & one ofF ¥ \Wiouny
oseas aX gev Wk by hweecanes Adwost
ENRYy yRokr Svnce. Cudba s only o \¢\and, tha
urrieoma W\ weX  vdeaXen whaem, AX ks A\
Vlomd ool oF s teiniscle s\ze, Siwnee
Tere. wie approximardy \&r wclion people 4w
Coea, *he affecks of a Worrcanme cow ‘ee
coxosrapine. TP aun F-B \aurercome Weg
Cuda, oy e very SRosfT\ oF & \orconge
oy Keow  whwakx's coming T W\ oe
d2od\Ws, Wiy, Restbly Faek oF Cown, Whinds
oNexr (00 mpm , eud o \ugr  sYoom SUree,
ragyle aver 20 tea, ulcW cam Jdo e
Nost doumage. Wy Kwnew el adwmosk
@\Lexy*‘\(\m,a A2y \owe. wlt e deskroyed,
Moy caxnet cuw N W MeNE, $\Wh e\ 1S
o slowd, so o\ ¥hway coin do & \ope
hoXx W won't ‘oo Yoo cad.

Tn condusion, people kear orCicames
Breconse o tha powex Yy \owe Yo dastyoy

amd R\, as WeW as Mae Qaek ek we Cem
aYa Yoiwng anaovt o,
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30

Horflcanes are feo e bfj Many  Peopke becquse
1‘#\63 (BN Quse Se Much Aar\/\cwe anc\h up.Se-}
‘o Peofle's wesS. the 4oyo Mnajor -f-:jpEfS of damegjﬁ
Hoed horricangs an  cause are  wWind AN tuater
c\avﬂﬂbﬁu Wirds Lo o horcare can ger ve

{o Aeo mies per hour Thowh H\o,(nj only
Nowve Yo be 75 mikes per hou to be

clogs®ied A5 o horficare. Tres e oamoazivig taink

Spepds arR eneygh to ureck pc?cf:»»ef homes and-

buissnesses , (acry the children oway and. 4o
fu‘.n "H'\O:\r “?OJW\S- T_I“-F O

ore of taere Coimes ware
CormHed on Wo W

, Wovldny Yoo feor the Perpe,-\r(t:&ar“'
I s case, He u)f*onsdoer— \5 o terrdle wink
S'Src)ﬂ"vfﬂ\e, oo -I\&Qe ok c\cx.md,&& et s dore
"‘Y\FEZ'V'-&V\"T)‘:S s Uater dangqe. When on horfieare
Oceuls | P\UJQ ammeonde of i Falls, T Faed ip
(6N 5\@'@ C\OL\:} ot & \'\Of’;fﬁr\eJ ag Much raiin 'SEH_;

A% does 'n (ainw Sexrte n a whole &earl Ealn

(ovses *‘Haen\"'\(j Which Can a\“""‘}je- yeoir home,

Al Jour Family and pets and detaly wipe out
Joor Parn, s Toad 'S‘pr"d‘ /Af}or:j The roact tHere
s alse ciﬁ\"f\ﬁ.“ge Cavsed b& MIONEFEr L Oes, TLe_;-t
Can  hove +hp sawie effect ag -led)?%"-mm@;.‘

beth '52)?0.5 of &amqje‘ Jou an see how
"\orrico\r\es 2Jghi Yo be Tecired

MEA RELEASED ITEMS - DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT - GRADE 8

C-85



30.
\'\urr\Q.O\QS axc que{f Sl MUC‘J\ L-g,co-u"be,e

Qf’?,nﬁ d‘w".\r\j hur\‘\ ane,Dur\V\,

Lh(r\a:m@ On k)d- D\.{"\A c,,.u h ore Cmg
When & e |an Star

6 fo gon o woiw
ond ""C”é e wihds  Con SP P
-H,\a'f- \\S4 \ﬁea« ob \Je,cﬂl} Om
1 & reea\') ‘n:e MS
Gha cmé{ c_>\'“ ﬂm}
%::“9 ,3 U\@.w AN cé\ |
N el v» 3:‘}6! 3t@h—/ c/‘l/

S &n S ore. A { S0 WWCA
'\k Lw 1S o8 N\ucL rprec'Pf-t‘a#ov\
;’_»\ S dlere is iR one year
\N \ejwos\\r\;

30.
Hotticamy,  ofe Seufed bQCﬂJSQ. fly can o

cLeﬁ el num<JOO S Noysges L e be

i
ople. and o coPle / Thair
e o) Bl gler i Bur
Y n Ll A

MEA RELEASED ITEMS - DECEMBER 2002 ASSESSMENT - GRADE 8
C-86




Student Exemplar for Reading/Writing Response Iltem 30 for Topic Idea Development
Score Point 6 and Standard English Conventions Score Point 4

30. G o

Trragre poife o o vomden on O iy, Beat
werd.  Yodee \‘S‘N’b N e bm\mb&w%, WWL W
QUi bresae. olowd  ueue lnedes AL ofF o sudde v
W dotsRl  Seasn S0 Qe %M.Mn\g ot our
oty ond  make WMo Teayw rosn Wok Nas gust begun
wordt, Tou  ogn  upuC  Gum b se B 306 and owon
haetinay Gk bW a0 T WER Lappeed
wasks, W\-o\m,&mwgmmmmﬂowvf‘m.

Yoo  Mwen 00 R Bek W Aour \\gu‘)!., bk
e 20 ¥ of hoor  WNAD Qm\\s o off W *n
b, Vouwse  tock  ONd st T Croshing  Qussr.

SO oM O yon  can Costny e Onang, T

Tole oWt Yo S G ow\d%n.*o“hb\'\'\mheuﬁ
roms  how Dtaan Yo Teed M giRRe, ond wik Y

WPe g Yo uowr  leneg o toe Yo WUl can b
Won oo vemenee Yol an e ifand . The o

T opwoy ko do wo anudn gpod

You, %M.\\b \n.b”o Wt Your o Buk yewr
Wonds  owe a\hppub oy Ve Soem B \a\w\d«mﬁ you
You QM\&.\\:) oY e dooe ot | ond Qosduprer poues  m.
Now ok ™ weults e and Sam W dess F\M\\b)‘ﬁwM,
P 0k Ten Ypu Rpdesr wur  son losh and  Semed
MNoPMe fams You Wew  ueu have o Qur ¥ hm 30 you
Evek we 900 open...

Srop otk v teadrka Sounds PNy scary, dotent 3
Whot  vou Just ettt WaS o vt N ne.
W el 1H 0 200 wive wnds, and O yosk
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Wed el \ 00 ai\ts \ong,, Nurettantd o e m‘ﬁ...bma
One Nusetcart ool preduce 08 wan YoM 0% Doy,
WosaonOn, cecirs G weof! The WS  Fnob Ehl Wairae
one Ve oM e Tindrds OF feek hwpiny and wogh
g o6 s, Tywgme Yhase Crashing  down oM

yowr  hoube.s cspraaodi o peure drepfed  Guiswt, of
NEM WV~ W Yo g0
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